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TERM ONE

Monday March 2 - Diocesan 
Swimming Carnival  in Condobolin

Friday  March 6 - Assembly

Tuesday March 10    - Principal       
- Thursday March 12   Conference

Thursday March 19 -  Feast of St 
                                       Joseph

Friday March 20 -  Assembly

Monday March 23 -  P&F Meeting 
                                    5.00 pm

Tuesday March 24 -  NAPLAN     
                      Online Practice

Wednesday March 25 -  Post-
                          Census Audit    

Thursday April 9 - Holy Thursday 
last day of Term 1       

Issue 2 Term  1  26 February 2020

DATES & EVENTS 

Aidan Street ( PO Box 16)
H illston NSW 2675
Phone:  02 6967 2462 
admin.hillston@wf.catholic.edu.au

Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll

St Joseph's Parish School
 Newsletter

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

I Learn  We Learn

After a very busy start to the year, it was lovely to see members of the school 
community come together on Tuesday afternoon, to enjoy one another 's company 
over a sausage sandwich before the more formal part of the I Learn/We Learn  
session began. The purpose of the event was to build community, share  "the big 
ticket" priorities of our Annual Improvement Plan, as well as give some details of 
planned excursions and information on the  use of Compass, which is replacing 
Skoolbag. Sincere thanks to Mr Chris Kupkee from the CEO and Mr Auld for 
barbequing, Fr Peter, parents and students and staff members for finding time in 
their busy schedules to show our students that we all want to discover ways we 
can work together to bring about our School Vision.  The mood was friendly and it 
was affirming to have our students share some of their insights on the new 
Religious Education Curriculum and our Creative Arts Innovation, as well as other 
aspects of their learning. From feedback given, we all ticked off the items on our 
success criteria!

Our evening concluded with pancakes to remind us that Shrove Tuesday precedes 
Ash Wednesday. Sincere thanks to Mrs Watkin and Mrs Dauth for preparing and 
cooking the pancakes. They were delicious!

Another special part of  the evening was our prayer together as we gathered to 
burn  the palms from last year 's Palm Sunday, in our beautiful fire pit in our 
Reflection Garden. It was such a powerful link for us all as we prepared the ashes 
for Ash Wednesday.

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 

Monday 8.45am -3.30pm 

Tuesday 11.00am - 3.30pm

Wednesday 8.45am - 3.30pm

Thursday 8.45am - 3.30pm

Friday 8.45 am - 3.30 pm

God of goodness 
and mercy,

Hear our prayers as 
we begin this Lenten 

journey with you.

Amen

Learning is a 

partnership and parents, 

students and teachers all 

have important roles.
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Principal's M essage

Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll

Student  Uniforms

Our students are looking very smart in our  new school uniform. Just a reminder that all items of uniform have our 
logo or school initials embroidered on them and we ask that parents purchase these through the school. We do 
have some stock on hand, however if we do not have the sizes you require, we can order them and the turn around 
time is usually a week.  A full list of uniform requirements is available through the office.   In accordance with our 
uniform policy and in line with all other diocesan schools, Wilcannia-Forbes representative clothing WILL  NOT BE 
part of our school uniform from 2020 onwards. Thank you to all our families for your support in this matter.       

SRC - The Students' Voice 

On Friday 21 February the SRC cooked scones in the canteen using the NEW oven, for the Seniors Week Lunch on 
the Lawn. The community enjoyed the lovely scones the students had made. The students had lots of fun serving 
the freshly made scones to all the grandparents and senior friends who attended. This would not have been 
possible without the help of Mrs Laird and Mrs O'Malley who shared their expert cooking skills with us.

" It was fun mixing the dough for the scones and one word to describe the day is great!" Chloe Yr 1

"I liked cooking the scones from the beginning to the end!" Princy Kindergarten  

Report submitted by Sophie Laird - SRC President

Parents and Friends Associat ion

It is with great pleasure that I announce our P &F Executive, which was finalised at yesterday's extraordinary 
meeting.  Our Executive is:

President - Mrs Belinda Mulcahy 

Vice Presidents - Mrs Emma Laird and Mrs Jenny Cleton                Canteen Coordinator - Mrs Jenny Cleton

Secretary - Mrs Tabatha Sarkis

Treasurer - Mrs Patricia McGuinness

Thank you to these ladies for accepting the positions and our P&F looks set to continue the great work of past 
committees,  to support the aims of our Parish school both socially and financially. Our new Diocescan P&F 
Constitution is providing clear guidlines for this important work.  On enrolment in our school, parents and carers 
are asked to support the P&F in its endeavours and it is wonderful to see the many varied ways families achieve 
this. I urge all families to continue to offer this support and to read the P&F page that is in each addition of our 
newsletter to see how this can be achieved.

The next P&F Meeting will be held on Monday, March 23 at 5.00 pm and we look forward to seeing as many parents 
as we can to support our Executive. 

Help required to complete some gardening init iat ives here at  school 

We wish to extend the garden near the admin block and front fence, and we are calling for helpers who may be able 
to give an hour of two of their time to see this completed before the weather turns cold. If you could help dig dirt 
and move a few rocks, please contact the office or speak to Ms Hayes or Mrs Hutchison.

Students w ith al lergies

Attached to this newsletter is a safety snapshot on food allergies. Some students in our school have recognised 
allergies and the aim of this flyer is to provide clear factual information and to ask parents and carers to work with 
the school to protect children from allergic harm. Please take the time to read this informative and important 
document and discuss it with your children so they too can be aware of how they can help. We are NOT a nut free 
school, however we stress that students do not share their food and wash their hands after eating. 

School Fees

School fee accounts have been sent  home with students on Tuesday. We have taken advantage of a new structure 
offered by our Diocese, which sets the fees out across four terms. It also shows the deduction of $25 per term 
which is the concession the CEO is making again to all families to assist whilst the drought continues to impact rural 
areas. If families are experiencing any difficulties meeting these payments,   please call and make an appointment 
to speak with me. I understand this can be a very sensitive matter, and strict confidentiality is guaranteed.
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Principal's M essage

Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll

Excursions

As explained on Tuesday evening at the I Learn/We Learn session, excursions have been planned for all class groups:

- Kindergarten/Yr 1/Yr 2 will be travelling to Griffith's Regional Theatre to view "Edward the Emu" on  Tuesday, 
October 27.

- Yr 3/4 will be going to Western Plains Zoo for a ZooSnooze as well as participating in a project through the 
Western Local Land Service , focusing on the Plains Wanderer and its decreasing numbers. Date has not yet 
been confirmed. 

- Yr 5/6 will join with St Mary's Hay to travel to Bendigo /Ballarat on Monday 27 April - 30 April .  Notes will go 
home by the end of this week and the cost was estimated to be around $490.                

We are aware of the financial impact excursions can have on families and we have tried to minimise the costs and 
give time for parents to budget. These estimated costs are based on ALL students in the group attending. These 
planned excursions are linked closely to the curriculum and provide valuable learning opportunites.

We are grateful however, to the generous donation from Our Lady of the Rosary The Entrance, which we received 
late in 2019.  This money will help to lessen the cost for all families. 

Southern Cluster Swimming  - Hay

Congratulations to our swimmers who travelled to Hay on Monday for the Southern Cluster Swimming Carnival. 
From all reports it was a wonderful swim meet and our students all gave their best and their behaviour was 
excemplary. Thank you to the parents and family members who drove them to Hay and gave them support. Sincere 
thanks to Mrs Auld, in her role as Sport Coordinator, for organising our students and to Mr Auld who  was asked by 
the organising school to attended as a life guard. Special thanks go to Mrs Hutchison  for her generosity in teaching 
the students who did not attend the carnival and to Mrs Auld, who at the last minute was asked to marshall for the 
day. Our small schools in the Southern Cluster all work together to ensure days such as this run as smoothly as 
possible and much of this is due to the generosity of staff members back at the schools as well as those who attend. 
Please read more about this in the Sport Section.

Staff ing

Below  are t he roles out l ined for  each st af f  m em ber  for  2020:

- Par ish Pr iest : Fr  Pet er  Zyt ka
- Mrs Hayes: Principal, Additional Needs, Release from face to face across the school.
- Mrs Hutchison: Religious Education Coordinator, K- Yr 6 Focus Teacher and Extending Mathematical 

Understanding ( EMU) Specialist Teacher, NAPA release for Mr Auld ( Yr 3/4 )
- Mrs Gordon: K/Yr 1/Yr 2 Class Teacher and SRC Facilitator
- Mr Auld: Yr 3/4 Class Teacher and NAPA ( Non Assistant Principal Allocation)
- Mrs Auld: Yr 5/6 Class Teacher and Sport Coordinator
- Mrs Jodi Simpkin; Administration  - Monday and Tuesday
- Mrs Tabatha Sarkis: Administration - Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
- Mrs Olivia Dauth - Aboriginal Education and Teacher Assistant
- Mrs Jane Watkin - Teacher Assistant
- Mrs Robyn Gaze - Information and Technology Support
- Mrs Jenna Rogers - Teacher Assistant 
- Mrs Kellie Wallace - School Cleaner

                             Snapshots of recent  happenings here at  school

Lunch on t he Lawn dur ing Seniors Week
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Let Your L ight Shine Before A llThank you for your ongoing support.

Environmental Awareness act ivit ies in our school

*  collecting cans, bottles and drink poppers to cash in

*  we are working towards collecting food scraps for recycling 
through worm farming, composting and feeding chooks. This 
will reduce the number of sulo bins required  on garbage 
collection days.

* repurposing boxes and other materials for constructing in 
our MakerZone

*  turning off lights, air conditioners and computers when they 
are not needed

*  each class is collecting plastic bottle and jar tops. Mrs Ford, 
as part of our Creative Arts innovation this year, has 
instigated creating a mural for display in our school using 

EDUCATING

IN 

CHRIST...

we are so 
excit ed!

We are grat eful for  t he 
suppor t  of  Mr  Chr is 

Kupkee, our  R.E. 
Educat ion Of f icer , and 

Mrs Hut chison our  
R.E.C who have bot h 

worked hard t o gat her  
and prepare our  

resources.
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Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll

Friday 21 February  2020

 Special first week Kinder class awards  were  
presented to Jack Crow, Princy Patel, Joss Yerbury, 
Aanya Trkamdasoth (absent from photo).

Kinder, Year 1 and Year 2 Class Awards were 
presented  to Ari Storrier, Jack Crow, Princy 
Patel, Joss Yerbury and Mitchell Henderson.

Year 3/4 Awards were presented to 
Georgia Mulcahy and Amira Gergi.

Year 5/6 Awards were presented  to Lucy 
Irvine and Lachlan Eade (absent from photo).

Library Borrowing
Students from Kindergarten to Year 6 will be borrowing from our school library every Wednesday. Students are 
reminded that when they take books from the library they are to be in a cloth/ library bag to protect the books. The 
same  is required when they are returning the books. Some students have outstanding library books from 2019, and 
these will need to be returned before they can borrow more. If the book/s can't be found, please let Ms Hayes know , 
( she will be taking these sessions on Wednesday) and she will provide you with the replacement cost. 

Zoom Book Club with St  Ignat ius Bourke
After successful trials in 2019 using the Zoom Meeting platform to connect with other schools in our diocese to hold  
Book Club discussion sessions, we are continuing Book Club in 2020. Each Tuesday morning we have small groups of  
students from Year 3 to 6 zooming in with students from St Ignatius, Bourke. The students are practising their 
speaking  and listening skills, social interaction skills whilst developing a love, interest and understanding of  a 
variety of literature.  Using the Google Classroom app, we are also using digital technology  to record our meeting 
discussions and set tasks to be completed.

This week's cake winners 
was the Laird family.  
Congratulations.

CAKE RAFFLE 2020

The cook for Monday 2 

March is  the  Simpkin family 

and cook for Monday 9 

March is the Yerbury family.
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Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll

Parents and Friends News
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Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll

St Joseph's Parish School expectat ions about  "homework"

At St Joseph's we prefer the term 'home tasks' as homework is traditionally associated with students 
'doing' worksheets for the sake of doing homework. Instead, we promote that home tasks are about 
practising skills students have mastered, having positive conversations at home about school and 
developing a good work ethic and time management. 

Non-negot iable hom e t asks

- Read as often as possible. To encourage and reward students, we have the home reading diary to 
complete when students have read. We present awards for every 25 nights of reading; 25, 50, 75, 
100 etc. In addition students receive a book of their choice from our collection, for milestone tallies 
at 100, 200 and 300 nights.

- Talk about what your child has been learning at school.  Positive talk and specific questions are 
helpful, eg. What was your favourite activity today? What were you learning in mathematics/ art/  
history? What did you enjoy today or find challenging?

Opt ional hom e t asks

- Online learning; Mathletics, Reading Eggs, Typing Tournament, Soundwaves or Prodigy.
- Home Enrichment tasks - specific tasks or competitions set by the school. (Term 1 task soon.)

Recom m ended t im e t o spend on set  hom e t asks each night ;

K- Year  2  up to 10 to 15 minutes

Year  3/4 up to 20 minutes

Year  5/6 up to 30 minutes
Work  Healt h Safet y

St udent  Am bulance Cover  Condit ions

Student Ambulance Cover applies to transportation following a student accident, not an illness or medical condition. 
School policy is to call an ambulance in the event of a serious injury or illness (eg severe asthma attack, anaphylactic 
reaction, seizure etc). If your child has a pre existing medical condition that falls into this category, please be aware 

that the cost of the ambulance may be at the parent 's expense if you do not have family ambulance cover.

Dr iving safely near  school buses

There is a 40km/h speed limit for traffic passing a school bus that is setting down or picking up school children. This 
speed limit is for all traffic travelling in the same direction as the bus, whether the bus is stationary or moving. 

Lights will flash on the front and back of the bus reminding drivers that there may be children crossing or about to 
cross the road. 

Buses can?t stop quickly because they are large and heavy vehicles. So, remember:

Reduce speed to 40km/h when bus lights are flashing 

Give way to buses 

Watch out for children crossing 

Never park in or near a bus stop or bus zone. 

Inform al school bus st ops 

Informal bus stops are not sign posted and are usually found in rural areas. They may be at the front of a property, or 
on the side of the road, which may make children difficult to see. 

For more information on keeping our kids safe around schools visit the parents section on safetytown.com.au
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Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll

RE &  M ission

Our Lady of Good Counsel  Sunday  Mass Roster  

          Focus for  weeks 5 & 6

                  Spir it  of  Jesus.

Jesus lived over two thousand 
years ago but Jesus is 

also with us NOW. 

We have His Spirit with us NOW. 

Jesus lives His life through us 

each day in the NOW. 

We need to be switched on to 

His presence in the actions of 

what we do and what others do.

St Joseph's Lenten almsgiving awareness act ivit ies

- Monday cake raffle money and the recycled 
cans/ bottles collected during lent will be donated to 
Caritas. The recycle can/ bottle collection will include a 
competition between Wattle and Waratah. 

-We will  visit the residents at Lachlan Lodge and the 
hospital for prayer and singing. 

-Each family in the school will be provided with a 
Caritas Project Compassion box to have at home to 
place money in. At the conclusion of Lent, which is the 
end of Term One, the box can be brought back to 
school for us to send to Caritas- the aid and 
development organisation of the Catholic Church.

Parish roster for al tar serving, reading, offertory and 
cleaning wil l be sent  home with students involved as 
soon as it  is completed. 

Upcoming events

World Day of Prayer - 11.00am Friday 6 March in Our 
Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Church , followed by 
finger food lunch in Mary MacKillop Hall.

Lenten Prayer and Reflect ion  Groups

St Joseph?s Parish School is offering Lent en Prayer  and 
Ref lect ion based on the new Religious Education 
curriculum, Educating in Christ, and the Year of Grace 
resources from the Wollongong Diocese. Each 
Wednesday night in March , 7.00pm  in Mary MacKil lop 
Hall.

Beginning on 4 March and concluding 25 March, there are
 4 sessions in total.  Come to one or all sessions. 
Open to school staff, parents and parionshioners.

Fr Peter will be offering a Lent en Discussion Group 
20 minutes prior to Mass .

1 March 1.Am ira 
Gergi

2.Zahli Auld

Maur ice 
O?Connor

Meyer  
fam ily

Auld fam ily Lyn Mant on

8 March 1.Max Laird

2.Kiah Auld

Sophie Laird

Kiah Auld

Char lie & 
Em m a Laird

Maur ice & 
KC

Kelly Irvine

Dat e of  
Sunday 
Mass 9am

Alt ar  
Serving

Reading 
Lit urgy of  
t he Word 

Reading 
Prayer  of  
t he Fait hful

Of fer t ory Church 
cleaning
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Sport 

 

Dat es t o rem em ber

2 March - Wilcannia-Forbes Diocesan Swimming Carnival -Condobolin

17 March- Wilcannia-Forbes Winter Sports Trials- Parkes- See Mrs Auld for  m ore inform at ion 
if  you're int erest ed.

2 April- Girls AFL trials- Wagga Wagga- See Mrs Auld for  m ore inform at ion if  you're 
int erest ed.

Sout hern Clust er  Sw im m ing Carnival-Hay

Congratulations to all the students who participated at the Southern Cluster Swimming Carnival 
on Monday. It was great to see the students displaying great sportsmanship and making new 
friends from our fellow diocesan schools. 

We were successful in 9 students progressing on to the Diocesan Swimming Carnival next 
Monday 2nd March.

A very big t hank  you t o all of  t he parent s who assist ed in anyway on t he day, including 
t ranspor t ing children t o Hay for  t he day.

Diocesan Sw im m ing Carnival-Condobolin

Notes went home yesterday with details of the Diocesan swimming carnival in Condobolin next 
Monday 2 March. Mrs Auld will be attending and students are asked to report to her on their 
arrival, the carnival events begin at  9:30 am sharp with warm up from 9:00am.

Please note that we have again been asked to provide timekeepers to ensure the smooth 
running of the carnival.

For those traveling to Condobolin on Sunday, please note that there is a planned youth 
gathering from 5:00 - 7:30pm  for students in years 4 to 8.

Wint er  Spor t s Tr ials

Any student in Year 5/6 wishing to nominate for trials in sports such as Rugby League, Netball, 
Soccer or Hockey are asked to see Mrs Auld for further information regarding their sport of 
choice. Students must have a high level of skill development and be familiar with the rules and 
regulations. All nominations for sports close on the 10th March 2020.

Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll
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Work Health Safety

Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll
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Community News

 

Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll
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