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Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll

St Joseph's Parish School
 Newsletter

From the Principal

At yesterday's staff meeting, we discussed our action plan in response to the current unfolding situation. 

I want to assure you that our Diocese is leading us with the most up to date and accurate information and so 
we will continue to keep our school open until we are given a directive to physically close it. Please be assured 
that learning will continue into the future, even if this occurs. 

Here at St Joseph's we are developing a framework that will support the ongoing learning of each child.  Whilst 
teaching and learning is our core business,  more than ever, the wellbeing and health of our students, families 
and staff is a priority and so we are taking a measured and strategic approach to this new reality.

We are planning for this in phases.

Phase 1 of our plan will see us continue to teach students as per normal for the remainder of this week. 
Students who are not attending school are urged to continue to access Mathletics, Sound Waves, Reading 
Eggs, Typing Tournament and the Write4Fun writing enrichment task. Students attending school will continue 
their normal face to face learning.

On Friday, our staff has taken the opportunity offered by our diocese for an unscheduled Pupil Free Day so 
they can meet, to commence the formal implementation of Phase 2.

Phase 2  -  Week 10, Week 11 and perhaps going forward into Term 2

Each class teacher will continue to plan learning experiences for every child  according to their Stage  of 
Learning using the NSW Syllabus and following our school's scope and sequence. Whether students are at 
home or at school, they will ALL access the same planned learning. How this is achieved, of course throws up 
a variety of challenges, which we are confident we can manage.  

Whilst student learning from home is not your choice and for us as educators, we are more skilled in face to 
face and not remote educators, we CAN DO THIS TOGETHER. Students will have clear, well-planned learning 
activities and staff will ensure you are given the highest level of support, to ensure your child/children will 
continue to thrive.

What we are all craving now is a level of certainty, and the reality is that this may not be  what we experience 
for some time. In particaular, what children need now is to feel comforted and loved. To feel like it 's all going 
to be OK.  Whilst academic learning is important, our student 's mental health will prove to be the biggest 
challenge we face.  Over the coming weeks you might see an increase in behaviour issues. This could manifest 
in increased anxiety, protests, meltdowns or withdrawal. This is normal and to be expected.

As educators we hope that the innovative learning modes we plan to use,  will relieve you of the burden to  
seek learning activities for your child. We plan on using technology to its utmost, especially the students 
Chromebooks and Google Classrooms, to get this work to students. This will be available on Friday afternoon, 
either digitally or paper copies from the school office from 3.00 pm.

The main channel  for communication with parents and carers will continue to be via COMPASS and email. We 
will provide information about the learning from home model via these pathways.

As we go forward together, we place our trust in Our Lady of Perpetual Help, patronness of our Diocese.

Pray for us.

Thank you for your ongoing support, 
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