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Issue 8  Term  2  27 May  2020Aidan Street ( PO Box 16)
H illston NSW 2675
Phone:  02 6967 2462 
admin.hillston@wf.catholic.edu.au

Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll

St Joseph's Parish School
 Newsletter

From the Principal
Commemorat ing Sorry Day and Nat ional Reconcil iat ion  Week

Yesterday our school community gathered to commemorate Sorry Day, which marks the anniversary of the 
the Bringing them Home report which was tabled in Federal Parliament on May 26, 1997. A year later, the first 
Sorry Day was held to commemorate the  grief, suffering and injustice experienced by the Stolen 
Generations.  

National Reconcilation Week then follows from 27 May to 3 June. This year Reconciliation Week in Australia 
marks twenty years of operation in shaping Australia's journey towards a more just, equitable and reconciled 
nation.

Whilst these events are important, Aboriginal                                                                                                        
content and perspectives are embedded                                                                                                                        
in the NSW Curriculum. These significant events,                                                                                                                 
like NAIDOC Week, do not stand alone. They                                                                                                          
support what is being taught in the classrooms.                                                                                                                       
In her role as Aboriginal Education Worker,                                                                                                                 
Mrs Olivia Dauth  works to ensure all students                                                                                                                 
and staff are supported to build their cultural                                                                                                      
understanding and knowledge of Aboriginal                                                                                                                         
histories and culture.

Our students wove hands to make hearts on which they wrote their own messages of hope for ongoing 
reconciliation. As an assembled group in the hall, we shared the book Sorry Day by Coral Vass and Dub 
Leffler, and listened to a message from Mr Kevin Rudd explaining his reasons for offering an official apology 
to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People in Federal Parliament in 2008.

Int roducing our new Wellbeing Pract it ioner - Kate Roberts 

It is with great excitement that we welcome Kate Roberts, a newly appointed Wellbeing Practitioner for 
the Wilcannia-Forbes Diocese. In addition to the programmes we embrace such as Restorative 
Practices, Peer Support, Making Jesus Real and counselling offered through Royal Far West telecare,  
we now have access to Kate's support. Kate began her work here with us last Friday as she works 
alongside Mrs Auld to support the Year 5/6 girls as they explore healthy friendships, boundaries in 
friendships, resolving conflict and the importance of kindness. She will also be facilitating a programme for 
our Year 5/6 boys as well as supporting other students' wellbeing. Kate will be using technology to make 
contact with the students over the next few weeks and we look forward to welcoming Kate to our school 
when travel restrictions allow.

Mary, under the tit le, Mary Help of Christians, has been the 
official patroness of Australia since 1844. This year the Bishops 

of Australia have entrusted Australia to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary under the tit le of Our Lady Help of Christinas, seeking her 
intercession for the safety of all their people, especially in the 

time of COVID-19. 

As Christians we find strength in asking Mary's intercession as 
we trust that God hears the cry of those who suffer and so we 

continue to pray with confidence. 
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SRC - Term 2 - The Students' Voice

Our SRC has announced the names of the new hens and their coop. Vanil la and Chocolat e  are now  

happily residing in the St  Joseph's Chick-Inn. Classes, beginning with K/Yr1/Yr 2, are being given the 

chance to purchase 6 eggs for $2.50. The students who took the eggs last week have been sharing how 

they have used the eggs and they all say they are good eating. It is important to remember that the 

purchasing of the coop was possible due to a grant that Mrs Hutchison successfully wrote. The hens form 

an intergral part of the core purpose which is to teach students and staff about the importance of 

sustainability. Teachers will be supported through this grant to write Science and Technology units on ways 

we can all live more sustainably.

Thank you to the Irvine family who have generously donated grain to ensure that they stay well fed.

The SRC has also decided to use some of the money from last                                                                                    

year 's Colour Explosion Obstacle  Fun Run  to purchase 2 outdoor                                                               

seating units. The design they have chosen will allow for 8 students                                                                     

to sit and eat or work together. As Austin Mulcahy said, "The SRC                                                                       

can even have their meeting on them -  weather permitting!"                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
What better way to keep warm throughout winter than a cosy wood fire? If 
you are looking for wood, here is your chance to  win a trailer load for just 
$2.

The SRC is organising a raffle with first prize being a trailer load of fire wood, 
donated by the Fisk family. Mrs Trish McGuinness has kindly offered to help 
the SRC print the raffle ticket books and they will be sent home next 
Monday. Second prize is a HSV Holden Cap.

Please look out for these tickets and help sell them throughout the 
community. Funds raised will go towards ongoing student led initiatives. Peer Support  Programme

Tomorrow and Friday our Year 6 students will be working with Mrs Auld and Mrs Watkin, to complete 
their Peer Support Leader training. These students will then be up skilled to facilitate a small group of 
8-10 younger students, who will work together through a number of structured activities. The group work 
will begin in Week 6 and run for 4 weeks this term and then four weeks in Term 3. The Peer Support 
sessions will be held on Mondays. Each group will be supervised by a teacher/staff member in their 
classrooms. We are working on a module called Keeping Friends and this will help all students to explore 
the concept of friendship, build relationships and develop skills in empathy and critical thinking.

We wish our Year 6 students two successful days of training and all staff are keen to offer these Peer 
Support leaders guidance and support. 

When the programme begins in Week 6, we encourage parents/carers to talk to with their children about 
Peer Support every week as it helps to reinforce the concepts explored and discussed in each session.

Simultaneous Story Time at  11.00am 

Today Ms Hayes shared  Whitney and Britney Chicken Divas by Lucinda Gifford.  Everyone had a great 
laugh! Photographs can be found on our Facebook page. Also there are more photographs of our Sorry 
Day display in our Mary MacKillop Hall on Facebook page.

On the Feast of Mary Help of Christians, five bare rooted Just Joey roses were planted in the 
garden outside the Administration Office. Our hope is that as they flourish and bloom, these 

roses will be a reminder of Mary and Joseph's love and protection for all who have been and  will 
be associated  with St Joseph's Parish School.
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 Ways to stay connected with St  Joseph's

As you all know, Compass is the main way to stay connected with our school. Alerts on Compass are sent 
regularly to ensure parents and carers are kept up to date on happenings.  We also use Facebook to 
celebrate learning and activities. We also have a website 

https://www.wf.catholic.edu.au/find-a-school/st-josephs-primary-school-hillston/

Our website is always being updated and I would like to draw attention the Parent Place tab. Our parent 
handbook, present and past newsletters, canteen menus and information and forms you may need can 
now be found here for easy access.  

Enrolments for 2021

We have placed information flyers and pamphlets around our community to advise that enrolments for 
Kindergarten 2021 are now open. We have also prepared calico information bags, hand decorated by our 
current kindergarten students, which will be left at Billylids and Play'N'Learn, for parents and carers who 
may be wondering what our school offers. If any parent or carer knows of any other students who will be of 
school age next year and who do not attend either of these centres, we ask that you let us know so that we 
can organise to have a bag sent to them. 

We are not in a position at the moment to give details of dates for our planned Transition to School 
Programme and Orientation Days  due to the current uncertainty of opening up our school for visitors, but 
we can assure prospective parents and carers, that details will be shared in Term 3. 

Late to school arrivals

At times due to a variety of reasons, students arrive to school late. Parents who drop their children at 
school in the morning, may think that their children are not late as the students and teachers are still 
assembled under the COLA. This is not  t he case as the roll is marked by teachers using their mobile 
phones via t he COMPASS app WHEN THE BELLS RINGS at  8.57 am . This means that students will appear 
on the roll as absent for the day as the teachers are unable to go back into the app to change any details. 
The only way this late arrival  can be changed from ABSENT ALL DAY t o LATE ARRIVAL is via the office. 

Thank you to the parents/carers who are popping into the office to ensure this is done. I understand that 
this may be inconvenient, but attendance is a Compliance matter.

Semester 1 Reports

As explained in our last newsletter, in order to accommodate the changes to teaching and learning 
environment during the COVID-19 remote learning phase, the Hon Dan Tehan MP, Minister of Education, 
has signed a determination under section 59 (5) of the Australian Education Regulation 2013 to allow 
approved authorities reporting flexibility for Semester 1, 2020. 

This then means that there will be modifications to the reporting practice for schools in the 
Wilcannia-Forbes Diocese. The scope and complexity of the reports have been narrowed and reporting will 
only occur in Religious Education, English and Mathematics.

Reports will be pushed out via COMPASS on Thursday 25 JUNE, 2020.

Plast ic bot t le and jar l ids

Mrs Ford has asked to remind everyone  to continue saving plastic lids from bottles and jars as we will 
proceed with our plan to create a mural using the lids later in the year. Today Mrs Ford gave a small gift to 

reward the students in Year 5 /6 who as a class, brought in the most lids last term.  

Thank you to Mrs Sarkis and Mrs Neal for starting our week off with an open canteen!  

Kind regards,

https://www.wf.catholic.edu.au/find-a-school/st-josephs-primary-school-hillston/
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Assembly 22nd M ay 2020

Class Awards: Georgia, Rebekah, Rohith, 
Yolanda, Piper, Keerthana, Phoebe, Charlotte 
and James.

 Principals Awards:  Lucy, Xavier, Joss, Virajveer, Mitchell, 
Amira, Gabbie, Chantelle, Georgia, Sonny, Sophie, Yuvraj, 
Evie, Mia, Alyssa, Kathryn, Jacinta and Charlie.

50 Nights Reading Award: Mitchell, Xavier, 
Samantha, Saxon, Rachael, Piper, Keerthana, 
Rohith, Justin, Ari, Natalie, Rebekah, Kiah, Mia, 
Evie, Doug, Austin, Chantelle, Tamryn

Sports Awards: Ari and Toby.

RE &  M ission
Sacram ent s in 2020 - t he Sacram ent  of  Penance for  Year  2 
and Sacram ent  of  t he Euchar ist  (First  Holy Com m union) for  

Year  3

Students are prepared with the knowledge they require to 
receive the sacraments during our Educating in Christ lessons. 
These teachings are ongoing before and after they receive any 

Sacrament as a normal part of our RE curriculum.

Dates set for sacramental services this year have had to be 
postponed because of Covid 19 restrictions. We intend on 

rescheduling them for a time during Term 3 or 4.  Students, 
who are eligible to receive the sacraments, and their parents 
will be invited to an information evening sometime hopefully 

in early Term 3 when restrictions on social gatherings are 
lifted. New dates for these important events will be shared 

when we are in a position to make new arrangements.

50 Nights Reading Award: Mitchell, Xavier, 
Samantha, Saxon, Rachael, Piper, Keerthana, 
Rohith, Justin, Ari, Natalie, Rebekah, Kiah, Mia, 
Evie, Doug, Austin, Chantelle, Tamryn

100 Nights Reading Award:  

Phoebe Mugavin
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P and F News
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Work Health &  Safety

Model safe pedestrian behaviour. Children learn safe road user habits from you and will continue them later on when they are old 
enough to travel alone. 

Until your child is at least eight years old, hold their hand on the footpath, in the carpark and when crossing the road. Up until at 
least 10 years old, supervise your child very closely, holding their hand when crossing the road.

For more information on keeping our kids safe around schools visit the parents section on safetytown.com.au

Your  guide t o dr iving and park ing safely near  schools 

The beginning and end of the school day are busy times for pedestrians and vehicles outside the school. That?s why you need to 
take extra care in 40km/h school zones.

- Park safely and legally, even if it means walking further to the school gate. Parking signs are planned with children?s safety 
in mind. 

- Slow down to 40km/h in the school zone and stay aware of crossings. 
- Always park and turn legally around the school. 
- Never double park as it puts children at risk. 
- Manoeuvres such as U-turns and three-point turns are dangerous. 
- Never park in a bus zone or in the school bus bay. 
- Make sure your children use the Safety Door (rear footpath side door) to get in and out of the car. 
- At a supervised crossing, observe the directions of the school crossing supervisor.
- Model safe and considerate behaviour for your child ? they will learn from you. 

Remember to always give way to pedestrians particularly when entering and leaving driveways. Don?t park across the school 
driveway or the entrance to the school car park. It?s always a good idea to use the drop off and pick up area suggested by your 
school. This will help keep all children as safe as possible during the busiest times of the school day. 

For more information on keeping our kids safe around schools visit the parents section on safetytown.com.au

At t endance on St udent  Repor t s

The Diocese of Wilcannia-Forbes will be reporting on student attendance in Semester Two Reports in the following way:

The Attendance Period and number of Attendance Days which are being reported upon will be displayed.

The report shows Whole Days and Partial Days Absent (Explained) and Whole Days and Partial Days Absent (Unexplained).

Please note that a partial absence is counted as anything that is not a full day at school e.g. arriving anytime after the 8.57 am bell  
has rung, counted as a partial absence.

Helping children on and of f  t he bus safely

Your children are most at risk in the minutes after getting off the bus. Here are 
some ways you can reduce this risk: 

- Always meet your child at the bus stop. Never meet them on the opposite 
side of the road and call them across. 

- Wait until the bus has gone, then choose a safe place to cross the road. 
Remember to Stop! Look! Listen! Think! 

- If you cannot meet your child, organise for another trusted adult to take 
your place. 

- Wait at the bus stop and stand at least one step back from the edge of the 



In recent years parents/carers have been given the opportunity to choose whether they wish 
their children to participate in the ICAS Assessment. They are now open for 2020. ICAS 
Assessments are open to any student in years 3-6 and these test are run through the 
University of  New South Wales.  New technology this year will see these tests being available 
online for students to access here at school. Payments will also be online using our special 
school code.

Below are the details of when each test will be available and the cost of each test. Mrs Watkin 
will be facilitating the students during each test. If you have any questions regarding these test 
please contact the Admin office. A note will go home soon for students who would like to 
register.

Dat es

Australia, New Zealand, Pacific & International Schools

2020
Each subject will be open for a 5-day sitting window period (see dates below)

Subject           Sit t ing Dat es#                                           Closing Dat e^

      ICAS Science Monday 17 August to Friday 21 August 2020           Monday, 10 August 2020

      ICAS Writing* No longer  available in 2020

      ICAS Digital Technologies Monday 24 August to Friday 28 August 2020 Monday, 17 August 2020

       ICAS English         Monday 24 August to Friday 28 August 2020          Monday, 17 August 2020

       ICAS Mathematics Monday 31 August to Friday 4 September 2020 Monday, 24 August 2020

       ICAS Spelling Bee Monday 31 August to Friday 4 September 2020 Monday, 24 August 2020

^It is at a school?s discretion to set earlier closing dates than the ones listed above.

* Offline assessments only available for Years 3 & 4 (AU) and Years 4 & 5 (NZ), closing date 
Tuesday, 20 July 2020.

UNSW Global recognises International schools that are registered with the Council of 
International Schools (CIS).

2020 Pr icing

Subject s Online Test

ICAS Science $15.95 AUD (inc GST)

ICAS Writing* No longer  available in 2020

ICAS Digital Technologies $15.95 AUD (inc GST)

ICAS English $15.95 AUD (inc GST)

ICAS Mathematics $15.95 AUD (inc GST)

https://www.unswglobal.unsw.edu.au/educational-assessments/products/icas-assessments/#
https://www.unswglobal.unsw.edu.au/educational-assessments/products/icas-assessments/#
https://www.unswglobal.unsw.edu.au/educational-assessments/products/icas-assessments/#
https://www.unswglobal.unsw.edu.au/educational-assessments/products/icas-assessments/#
https://www.unswglobal.unsw.edu.au/educational-assessments/products/icas-assessments/#
https://www.unswglobal.unsw.edu.au/educational-assessments/products/icas-assessments/#
https://www.unswglobal.unsw.edu.au/educational-assessments/products/icas-assessments/#
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