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Issue 11  Term  3  22 July, 2020Aidan Street ( PO Box 16)
H illston NSW 2675
Phone:  02 6967 2462 
admin.hillston@wf.catholic.edu.au

Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll

St Joseph's Parish School
 Newsletter

From the Principal

Welcome back to our families and students as we begin Term  3. Whilst Covid-19 has a sustained impact on 
us all, we continue to trust our government and health experts as we adapt to the everchanging landscape. 
Here at St Joseph's, we remain in constant contact with our Director of Catholic Education, Mr Anthony 
Gordon, who is in close consultation with Catholic Schools New South Wales, to ensure the most current 
information and action.

We continue to follow our Covid-19 safety plan that includes a range of measures to minimise the risk of 
Covid-19 infection, such as regular hand washing, use of hand sanitiser and thorough cleaning practises. As a 
team we are alert and ready to adapt our behaviours and processes when needed. We take the health and 
safety of each member of our school community very seriously and thank you for your trust and support as 
we all do our very best to ensure learning continues here on site.

In addition to the support outlined above, as people of faith, now more than ever, we seek support in prayer. 
I offer the prayer below as a one that shows our inclusivity and combined desire for world health. 

   Ecumenical Prayer from the National Council of Churches

  

Gathering Voices from our parents and carers

Thank you to the 2/3 of our families who responded to our recent survey. Your feedback has been very useful 
and we will endeavour to take on board your suggestions. 

One suggestion raised by parents was the wish for them to know what their children are learning across the 
curriculum each term. "Knowing what my child is learning and the learning intention and content that is 
being covered, will allow me to better support my child's learning."

In response to this request, each class teacher will send this information overview via Compass next week. 

Parents are reminded that they are always welcome to make an appointment with their child's/children's 
class teacher, via the Administration Office, if they wish to have a deeper understanding of ways they can 
support their children's learning.

   Gracious God,
   We give thanks anew for your providence and presence.
   We prayerfully seek your grace, amidst COVID-19 here and overseas.
   We pray for those in need of healing.
   We pray for your peace with those who are anxious or grieving.
   We pray you will continue to strengthen and sustain
   all those who are serving in response.
   We pray for your Holy Spirit?s discernment
   amidst the many choices and decisions
   facing our national, community and medical leaders.
   We pray we each might see quickly what more we can do
   to help those who are vulnerable.
   This prayer for our nation in the family of nations,
   with all that is on our hearts,
   we gather now and pray
   through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Principal's M essage

Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll

Changes to procedures for Term 3

This term our Annual Improvement Plan focus continues to be on the delivery of the Creative Arts 
Curriculum, and in particular the strand of Music. As explained in the letter that was sent home on Monday  
all our students will be learning to play an instrument. Ukulele lessons will occur on Fridays for students in  
Yrs 2-6  and Tuesday for our Kindergarten and Yr 1 students. This then means that we have had to re 
arrange the following activities for this term.

- School Assem blies will take place on Wednesday at 1.00 pm and not Friday as has been the norm. 
These will continue to be virtual through the use of Zoom and we will send the Zoom link via 
Compass.  The same Zoom link will be used for each assembly.  Assemblies occur every even week 
of the term ie. Weeks 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10.

- Library lessons will be every Thursday for all students and Ms Hayes will continue to take these 
classes.

- Mr Auld will take his NAPA release time on Monday instead of Tuesday. Mrs Hutchison will continue 
to teach Yr 3/4 at this time as per Semester 1.

- Year  2 st udent s w il l  join t he Yr  3/4 class group on Tuesday at  12.30 - 1.30 pm  while the K/Yr 1 
students have their music lesson. Mrs Gordon and Mr Auld have been in close consultation to 
ensure curriculum continuity.

- The Makerzone will be open every Thursday lunch time under the supervision of Mr Auld.
- St age 2 and 3 st udent s will combine every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday for the l i t eracy 

block . Both our Education Officer, Mrs Melissa Hill and our School Consultant Mrs Vicki 
Bourne-Fallon are keen to see the fruits of this flexible learning space initiative.

Saving Dates for Upcoming Events

In these Covid-19 times it is extremely difficult to foresee the future. We do however need to set dates and 
we hope that the situation in the future will allow the following events to occur. 

 Term 3

- Feast of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop celebrations - Thursday 6 August - School Mass and activities
- Pupil Free Day - Friday 11  September - NO STUDENTS TO COME TO SCHOOL Religious Education 

Professional Learning for staff
- Book Week in Week 6  - Tuesday 25 August

- Living Sydney Museum Virtual Excursion for Yrs 3-6 - Wednesday 26 August   
- Retreat Day - Sacrament of Penance  Yr 2  students - Tuesday 15 September

- Retreat Day - Sacrament of First Holy Communion Yr 3 students - Wednesday 16 September                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 Term 4

- Sacrament of Penance - Wednesday 21 October
- Sacrament of First Eucharist - Sunday 25 October
- School Photographs - Monday 9 November
- Annual Thanksgiving Liturgy and Presentation Evening - Tuesday 8 December
- Last day of school 2020 for students - Wednesday 16 December  

Interviews for Kindergarten 2021 -  Week 6 Term 3
Parents who have lodged their application to enrol their child in Kindergarten 2021 will be contacted to 
organise an appointment.

Enrolments for Kindergarten, and other classes for 2021, will remain open after this date. Interested 
families are requested to call the Administration Office to collect an application form or to make an 
appointment with the Principal if they have any queries.
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Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll

 SRC - The Voice of our students        

Mini Vinnies Conference  

Our Mini Vinnies President for 2020, Alyssa Peters, is to be congratulated on the way she is leading 
our Mini Vinnies group with the support of Mr Auld. She, along with her fellow members, are 
planning a Pyjama Day to raise money to support  foster families. Information about this event will 
be sent via Compass tomorrow.

Report from President  - Alyssa Peters

I wanted to be part of Mini Vinnies because I wanted to make a difference to the world and for the people  who 
suffer from all sorts of things but mostly for the children in the world who are less fortunate or are homeless. Mini 
Vinnies members at St Joseph?s, aspire to make a difference in the world, to give the vulnerable clothing, food, water 
and some toys so as to  lighten their day and bring them joy, love and hope. We live out our Mission and Vision 
Statements by organising fundraisers and donations that help support less fortunate people. 

Mini Vinnies has run a hot chocolate fundraiser where Mini Vinnies sold hot chocolates to the pupils in Term 2  to 
warm up their morning. Mini Vinnies is planning for a pyjama day activity, Socktober activities and a letter to a 
group of Religious Sisters.  Mini Vinnies members were planning to give board games and card games to Lachlan 
Lodge but because of COVID- 19 unfortunately Mini Vinnies has not been able to do that as yet and it has been 
postponed until later in the year.     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

ICAS - Internat ional Compet it ions and Assessment for Schools

This week letters will be sent home to families who have requested their child/children participate in these 
competitions. These letters give details of how payment can be made and the dates of the tests.

If parents require support in this matter, please contact the Administration Office. 

Charging Stat ion for Chromebooks

The school has purchased a locked charging station for Chromebooks. Currently students in Year 1 to Year 
6 take their devices home each day to be charged.  With this new charging station, parents can choose to 
have their child's/children's Chromebooks stay at school each school night and if they wish, they can be 
taken home on the weekends. Chromebooks can remain or be taken home for most holiday breaks except 
the long summer break where they must be also taken home.

Parents are asked to have a conversation with their child/children and decide whether they wish to take up 
this option. Parents are asked to complete and sign a note that will be sent home later in the week, to 
inform of the decision made. 

This decision does not affect the signed agreements that were completed by parents and students at the 
beginning of the year. The only change will be that the Chromebook will be locked at school, if this option is 
chosen.

Principal's M essage
Congratulations to the students who 
have been elected as the Term 3 SRC 
representatives. We look forward to 
hearing their plans after their first 
meeting which will be held next 
week.

President Sophie welcomes new 
committee members for the term; 
Chantelle, Charlie, Piper, Joss, Tamryn 
and Lachlan, pictured here, along 
with school captains Alyssa & Evie. 
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Principal's M essage
 Thank you 

to our  families who have 

kindly donated their 

Creative Kids Voucher 

which will be applied to 

our invoice from South 

West Music Regional 

Conservatorium to help 

defray the cost  to the 

school of weekly ukulele 

lesssons. 

This has kept the cost to 

the school minimal and 

we are very thankful for 

this generosity.  

Please follow the 

instructions opposite to 

apply these funds. 

Thank you 

to Josh Cahill for 

donating timber to our 

school for our NAIDOC 

Day celebrations.

St Joseph's School community wishes to extend 
sincere sympathy to the Taylor family on the 
recent sudden loss of their son Adam.

Thank you to all our families for your ongoing support. Let 's hope that the term ahead is 
full of great learning opportunities, friendship and lots of  joy and laughter.  

With every good wish, 

Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll

entering

A sample voucher is pictured below.



L
ear

ner
s

R
esp

on
sib

le  
    

   -
R

esp
ect

ful
    

    
   -

Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll

Assembly 2 July 2020

Class Awards: Austin, Virajveer, Joss, Kiah, 
Chantelle, Gabbie, Matilda, Geoffrey, Rebekah, 
Phoebe and Tim.

 Principals Awards:  Natalie, Jacinta, Chantelle, 
Charlie, Doug, Xavier, Phoebe and Chloe.

100 Nights Reading Award:  Sophie, Alyssa, Rebekah 
and Chloe.

Sports Awards:  Yolanda and Diya.

9am  
Sunday

Alt ar  Serving Reading Lit urgy of  
t he Word 

Reading Prayer  of  t he 
Fait hful

Church cleaning

 26 July Just in McGuinness Bever ley ayes Gergi fam ily Tabat ha Sark is

2 Aug TBA TBA TBA Bever ley Hayes

Our Lady of Good Counsel Mass roster                                               
Today a note inviting students to be on the Parish roster was sent home. 

Please return by Friday. 

- Please return art folders to school.
- Save and send in green and/or brown plastic lids to complete our mural.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE TRIKAMDASOTH FAMILY  - Yesterday Yash 
Trikamdasoth ( Yr 5 )  and his mother, Mrs Tina Trikamdasoth became 
Australian Citizens during an official ceremony  at the Hillston Council 
Chambers. Whilst not compulsory, Yash chose to proudly read The Pledge, 
whilst being supported by his parents and young sister Aanya.
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Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll

Work Health &  Safety

Body text

STUDENT AMBULANCE COVER CONDITIONS
Student Ambulance Cover applies to transportation following a student accident, not an illness or 
medical condition. School policy is to call an ambulance in the event of a serious injury or illness (eg 
severe asthma attack, anaphylactic reaction, seizure etc). If your child has a pre existing medical 
condition that falls into this category, please be aware that the cost of the ambulance may be at the 
parent 's expense if you do not have family ambulance cover.

NAIDOC DAY 2021

 Thanks t o Mr  John Woods for  being w it h us for  our  NAIDOC Day last  t erm .

For Sale 

Beanies 
$ 16.50

Scar f  
$13.00

In the colder months students may wear a 
navy  embroidered school uniform beanie or 
scarf.
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