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Issue 13  Term  3  19 August , 2020Aidan Street ( PO Box 16)
H illston NSW 2675
Phone:  02 6967 2462 
admin.hillston@wf.catholic.edu.au

Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll

St Joseph's Parish School
 Newsletter

From the Principal
Council of Cathol ic School Parents  

Recently the following message arrived in my inbox. 

Welcome to the August 2020 edition of Parent Talk. This newsletter is the place to find out all the latest about 
Council of Catholic School Parents activities and developments with our advocacy program and to read about 
items of interest to parents and carers of children and young people in Catholic schools. We encourage you to 
share our newsletters with your school community and we welcome feedback and suggestions for future articles 
of interest.  Here is the web address:  https://ccsp.schoolzineplus.com/newsletter/68610/#a0

Whilst this August edition is full of great articles that you may like to read at your leisure, I thought it timely to 
share the following article.

Grow ing up Digit al Aust ralia: Invit at ion for  parent s and grandparent s t o have your  say!

Do you wonder how digital media and technologies might affect children's wellbeing, health and learning?

The Gonski Institute of Education at the University of NSW is working on a ground-breaking research project 
called Growing Up Digital Australia. The international research project is in partnership with Harvard Medical 
School, the University of Alberta and Alberta Teachers Association and seeks to understand the health, 
wellbeing and learning impacts of growing up in a digital world in our young people. A number of Australian 
organisations are supporting this project, including Departments of Education, parent  organisations and 
teachers. This longitudinal study will reframe issues surrounding children's consumption of media and digital 
technologies moving into evidence-based solutions for parents, educators and young people to live healthier, 
safer and happier lives here in Australia. 

Phase 1 of this project has been concluded and now Phase 2 is open to parents, carers and grandparents of 
children aged 5 to 17 to share their views. 

Use this link for  more information. https://unsw.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8G6IesTYKXcAymV

Covid-19's impact  on Open Days and Kindergarten and Year 6 to 7 orientat ion programmes 

It has been made clear from CSNSW that for the remainder of Term 3, Kindergarten orientation is on hold. Year 6 
students attending Year 7 orientation has also been delayed until Term 4.

As advertised, we will  be conducting  interviews with the parents and student for Kindergarten 2021 next week.

As Open Days are now on hold, we have created a video presentation which will be posted on Compass, our 
Facebook page and website, giving a brief overview of what St Joseph's offers.

Be an eSafe kid - privacy and security

Educating and supporting children to manage their own online safety is 
everyone's responsibility. As part of National Child Protection Week, which 
runs from  6-12 September, students in Years 3-6 will participate in an 
online learning activity on September 7 to:

- consider what privacy means
- develop an understanding of what an online stranger can be
- explore strategies and skills to secure accounts; and
- learn where to go for help and support

Dear  God, 

Please blanket  m y hear t  w it h your  peace                 

and give m e st rengt h for  t oday. 

Am en .

https://ccsp.schoolzineplus.com/newsletter/68610/#a0
https://unsw.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8G6IesTYKXcAymV
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Principal's M essage

Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll

P and F News /  Canteen

Our P&F Association is continuing to meet via Zoom this term. This use of technology allows us to abide 
by Covid restrictions and does not require travelling late in the afternoon to attend the meeting. 

A few matters that I would like to mention in support of this hard working group are:

- support for the upcoming Road Side Clean Up on September 5. This fundraiser might provide an 
opportunity for parents and carers who find it difficult to offer support due to work commitments. 
I urge as many families to help out so that the load can be shared.

- the ongoing running of the canteen. Please consider your availability to help out at least once a 
term. Dads and other family members would be gladly welcomed by the existing helpers. 

Events next  week to celebrate  Science Week

The theme for our work in the area of Science next week is aligned with Science Week - Deep Blue: 
Innovation for the Future of our Oceans.

Please refer to the flyer attached to this newsletter for more information. Students will be undertaking 
science experiments on Monday and Tuesday with their class teacher, and on Wednesday they may wear 
clothes related to the theme  of oceans. We will share our learnings on Wednesday via Zoom  during our 
usual assembly.                          

Vir t ual Museum

Next Wednesday morning, 26 August, Year 3, 4 ,5 and 6 students will connect via Zoom with a museum 
educator from Sydney Living Museum. They will learn about how convicts lived and worked at the Hyde 
Park Barracks in the early 19th  century. This virtual excursion offers the students an opportunity to see, 
first hand, information they studied in History during Term One and Two.

Students will examine a range of historical sources, including the World Heritage listed building and 
investiagte some of the work done by the males convicts who lived at the Hyde Park Barracks. Students 
will see how the bricks from which the Barracks were built, were made by hand and see clues left behind 
by the  convict brick makers.

Hom e Enr ichm ent  Tasks 

CWA competitions are due in to school Friday of next week, 28 August.  Information was sent to student 
emails and on Compass at the end of Week 3.  Hopefully students will be availing themselves of  the 
opportunity to further enrich their learning.

SRC News 

During the month of September, the SRC is running a 5c Friday intitiative. Class groups will be placing 
their 5c coins in a line and seeing who can make the longest line. All money raised will go to SRC 
fundraising.

Also they are asking for donations for a "dress up" box.  Pre-loved laundered items, such as hats, vests 
and dresses, are being collected so that children can use  them for dress-up in imaginary play  in the 
classroom and on the playground. If you are unsure if  your items are suitable, just check with your child's 
teacher.

 Sharing a valuable resource for parents   - Cont inuum Psychology

As mentioned in our last edition, Continuum Psychology is a coaching and mentoring service for anyone 
who works with children and young adults and their systems of support. Dr Julie Hollitt, a psychologist, 
mentor and academic who has worked in education circles and consultancy,  is offering a unique 
opportunity to access high quality training/mentoring flexibly and confidentially, according to your needs, 
no matter where you are located. Her web address is  www.continuumpsychology.org

Please ensure that you refer to the document  MINIMISING RISK OF COVID-19 
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Sport

Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll

Joey Olympics

 During Sport for the next 4 weeks (Week 5, 6, 7,and 8) students will be 
participating in the 'Joey Olympics' in their respective sporting houses. 

Each week students will participate in events such as Volleyball/Newcombe 
Ball, Indigenious Games, skipping, age races and relay races. 

During the final week (Week 8) students will be participating in a House War 
Cry and Marching. Students will be able to wear their house colours on this 
final Thursday (10th September). 

If students are in Waratah they are able to wear RED.  If students are in the 
Wattle sporting house they are able to wear YELLOW

Through out the activities of the 4 weeks, students will be awarded points 
for their sporting house. 

So get  your  red and yellow  clot hes ready for  t he fun!!
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Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll

Assembly 12 August 2020

Class Awards: Natalie, Keerthana, Jack, Charlotte, 
Chantelle, Yolanda, Sophie and Alyssa

 Principals Awards: Rohith, Keerthana, Kathryn, Aanya, 
Rachael, Piper, Yolanda, Tamryn, Taye, Max and Sonny

50 Nights Reading Award:  Georgia, Jack, Charlie,     
Max and Yuvraj

Sports Award:  Chloe and  Max

100 Nights Reading Award: Hugh, Mitchell, Doug, 
Charlie, Samantha and Max.

150 Nights Reading Award: Evie, Tamryn, Hugh, 
Pheobe, Xavier, Kathryn and Diya.
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Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll

9am  
Sunday

Alt ar  Serving Reading Lit urgy of  
t he Word 

Reading Prayer  of  t he 
Fait hful

Church cleaning

23 Aug Kat hryn Neal St udent s? Auld fam ily Lyn Mant on

30 Aug Am ira Gergi Pat  McGuinness Bev Hayes Vick i Gordon

Our Lady of Good Counsel 

Mass roster   

Sunday 23 August  9.00 am

 Par ish Children's Mass 
- al l  st udent s and fam il ies invit ed 

t o at t end.                                            

Any student who would like to read the Liturgy 
of the Word next Sunday, please notify Mrs 
Hutchison.

Please see roster for the coming weeks below; 

MJR Focus Week 5 and 6
Making decisions

There are times when we have to make tough 
decisions. It?s the ability to say ?no? that is the 

hardest to stick to.

Don?t let your friend?s opinions lead you into 
making poor decisions. Sometimes you may 
need to say NO and stick with it even though 

your friends think otherwise.

 Ask for help from your parents, teachers and 
especially pray for God?s strength and 

guidance. 
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Let Your L ight Shine Before A ll

Work Health &  Safety

Body text

CYBER SAFETY - UNWELCOME WEBSITES

Unwelcome websites are often encountered when students search for information utilising Internet Search Engines such as Google, 
Bing,  etc. These websites often contain material that may be age inappropriate, sexually explicit, pornographic, violent and offensive. 
The following information guides for parents may be of interest and assistance in ensuring that your children are protected from 
offensive content when using the internet.

Welcom e t o iParent  (https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent)
Where you can learn about the digital environment and how to help your child have safe and enjoyable online experiences. Our 10 
minute interactive tour is for parents of pre-teens and young teens (10 to 14 years). It has plenty of tips and practical steps along the 
way so you can help your child explore safely and manage online issues should they arise. This is especially important at this age as 
they strive for independence and peer acceptance.

There are no right or wrong answers and you?ll get to see how other parents responded to the same questions.

For  Sale

Beanies
$ 16.50

Scar f
$13.00

https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent
https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent
https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent
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