
 HFS Happenings 
M O N D A Y  2 6  A P R I L  T E R M  2  W E E K  2  

Tuesday 27 April 

P&F Meeting - 6pm  

Wednesday 28th 

April 

Open Classrooms 

and BYO Lunch 

Friday 30 April 

Stage 2 attend Daily 

Mass in the Chapel 

9:45 am  

Assembly - 2.45pm 

Monday 3 May 

Diocesan Cross 

Country 

Wednesday 5 

May  

Dads in School Day 

(K/1) 

11.30am-1.00pm 

Year 6 Visit to RBCC 

Reading Day Launch 

-2pm  

Action Club Public 

Speaking - 6pm 

Friday 7 May 

Mothers’ Day  

Liturgy 

12:15 pm Hall 

Stage 1 

Monday 10 May 

David Peachey/

Russell Richardson 

Shields  

Parent Information 

Evening - 6.00pm  

 

admin.parkes@wf.catholic.edu.au 

Find us on Facebook— 

Holy Family Parish School, Parkes 

Contact Details 

37A High Street 

Parkes NSW 2870 

  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Last Wednesday we were delighted to host Peter Sullivan as well as a group 

of teachers from our Diocese to witness demonstration lessons with our Stage 

2 and Stage 3 children in challenging mathematical tasks. It was a most valu-

able day of professional learning for all our teachers who were in attendance 

with our teachers commenting on how they will be able to transfer what was 

demonstrated to their own classroom environments. All in attendance on the 

day commented on the outstanding behavior and cooperation of our students 

in the lessons.  

It was wonderful to see the large number of children who represented our 

school in our local ANZAC Day celebrations yesterday. Our school captains 

and vice-captains attended the Dawn Service to lay a wreath on behalf of our 

school. The students who attended the march were resplendent in their win-

ter uniforms and marched with pride and respect. Mrs Berger had our choir 

beautifully prepared with many comments overheard about how beautiful the 

singing of the choir was at the ceremony in Cooke Park. To end the celebra-

tions, Harper Lawryk and Alexander Dunn attended a special luncheon at the 

Services Club. A big thank you to everyone who was able to be there on AN-

ZAC Day. 

Last Friday we had a number of students represent the Diocese in various 

sports in Bathurst at the Polding Winter Sports Trials. Congratulations to Khan 

Jackson (rugby league), Sienna Collins (hockey), Hayden Arndell (hockey) and 

Benji Redfern (hockey) who were selected in Polding representative teams on 

the day—a huge achievement! 

We are looking forward to welcoming parents, grandparents and visitors to 

Open Classrooms followed by lunch on Wednesday as part of our Catholic 

Schools Week celebrations. The children are very excited to show their visi-

tors the great work they have completed throughout Term 1. We are very ex-

cited to have parents back in the classrooms this week. 

 

Denise Gersbach 

Principal 

mailto:admin.parkes@wf.catholic.edu.au


 
 

 

Assistant Principal 

 

OFFICIAL SITTING WINDOW 

Monday, 9 August 2021 to Friday, 13 August 2021 

Monday, 16 August 2021 to Friday, 20 August 2021 

Monday, 23 August 2021 to Friday, 27 August 2021 

Monday, 30 August 2021 to Friday, 3 September 2021 

SUBJECT 

Writing & Digital Technologies  

English  

Science & Spelling Bee 

Mathematics 

2021 ICAS Competition Dates 



 

 

All Catholic students in Year 3 will have their First Holy Communion on Sunday, 23rd May. The children 
will receive lessons  
in preparation for the Sacrament of First Eucharist during RE lessons. A note will be sent home regarding 
further details. 
Well done to all the children who have put their names down for altar serving at Mass. The Parish Office 
has sent out the rosters. We thank you for your generosity and service to the Church.  
Thank you to the children who volunteered to sing 2 hymns (‘Abide With Me’ and ‘God Be with You Till 
We Meet Again’) and the National Anthem at the ANZAC Day Service in Cooke Park.  

Sacraments: 
Sacrament of First Eucharist (First Holy Communion)- Sunday, 23rd May, 2021 at Holy Family Parish Church, 9:30am Mass.  
Sacrament of First Reconciliation- Thursday, 21st October, 2021 at Holy Family Parish Church, 6:00pm. 
Sacrament of Confirmation- Sunday, 31st October, 2021 at Holy Family Parish Church (Time: yet to be confirmed). 

 

I hope everyone has a wonderful week! 

Beverly Berger 

Fourth Week of Easter 

Mass/Liturgy Date & Time Church/Chapel/Hall Class 

Daily Mass attendance Friday, 30th April, 9:45am Chapel Stage 2 

Mothers’ Day Liturgy Friday, 7th May, 12:15pm HFS Hall Stage 1 

Sacrament of First Eucharist (Holy Communion) Sunday, 23rd May, 9:30am HF Church Stage 2 

Marcellin Champagnat Mass Wednesday, 2nd June, 12:15pm HFS Hall Stage 3 

Religious news 
 

Fortnightly Planner 

First Holy  

Communion  

23rd May  

First Reconciliation 

21st October 

Confirmation 

31st October 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Trials 
Congratulation to  

everyone who represented 

the Diocese at the Polding 

Winter Trials.  All students 

who trialled on the day  

displayed great sportsman-

ship. Congratulations to  

Sienna Collins, Hayden  

Arndell and Benji Redfern for 

making the Polding Hockey 

side and to Khan Jackson for 

being selected in the Polding 

rugby league team. 



 





Technology  
It is the Holy Family School policy that 

no student uses mobile phones when 

at school. This includes the use of 

Smart Watches and iPads that have 

the ability to communicate via voice 

or text. If students require a phone for   

before or after school events, these 

must be handed in to the front  office 

each morning and can be collected 

each afternoon. Please make an    

appointment with Mrs Gersbach  if 

you need any clarification in regards 

to this policy. 

CHILD SAFE SCHOOLS AND SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENTS 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS  
We take our responsibility to protect children seriously. All staff are expected to promote child safety by having a 
clear  
understanding of their legal child protection responsibilities and act in accordance with those responsibilities.  
In particular the school will:  

 Maintain professionalism in our interactions with children at all times by exercising appropriate duty of 
care and  
maintaining professional boundaries. 

 Follow an established process to address allegations of inappropriate behaviour by staff towards children. 

 Ensure all people working in our school who are required to undertake a Working With Children Check 
have a valid clearance. 

 Respond appropriately when we suspect a child is at risk of significant harm due to possible abuse or 
neglect by a parent/carer or other adult. 

 
ADDRESSING COMPLAINTS OF INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOUR BY STAFF 
We are committed to providing a safe and supportive environment for both students and staff. This in-
cludes  
addressing complaints of inappropriate behaviour by staff towards any child or young person. 
Such complaints are handled differently to other types of complaints which may arise in the school be-
cause of legal obligations established by the Children’s Guardian Act 2019. The Office of the Children’s 
Guardian is a  
government agency which requires schools and other organisations working with children to ensure 
systems are in place for recording and responding to all allegations of a child protection nature against 
staff. You should be aware that ‘staff’ includes volunteer helpers (including parents), contractors as well 
as paid staff. 
If you have concerns about alleged inappropriate behaviour by a staff member towards any child or 
young person it is important that you discuss your concerns with the Principal who in turn will consult 
with the Catholic Education Office. 
All complaints are investigated and resolved through a fair and confidential process which involves lis-
tening to ‘both sides of the story’ and giving all involved an opportunity to be heard. If the concerns in-
volve alleged criminal behaviour they will be reported to the Police and the Catholic Education Office 
will wait for the outcome of the Police investigation before continuing its own investigation. 
At the end of an investigation a finding will be made and appropriate follow up determined. In relation to 
the staff member this may include no action, increased support, professional development, increased 
supervision/monitoring or disciplinary action, removal of duties or termination of employment. 
If harm has occurred to a child, counselling or other support will be offered to the child. 

ALTAR  

SERVERS 

SUNDAY 25th April 

9.30am 

ALTAR SERVERS: B Tom-

son, L Harris, 

P Hanstock 

SATURDAY 1st May 

5.00pm 

ALTAR SERVERS: S 

McQuie, J Hartwig 

SUNDAY 2nd May 9.30am 

ALTAR SERVERS: H, B & E 

Neville 



Wiradjuri  

Wiradjuri Number of the 

week: 

13 
Marra Marra Bula  

Ngumbaay 

Wiradjuri Number of 

the week: 

14 
Marra Marra Bula Bula  

"Exergames After School   -  Starting Term 2  
At Exergames, we run highly engaging, game-focused physical activity pro-

grams to ensure your children love getting active. We will be running an 8-

week After School Program at Holy Family for Term 2. These will run at the 

school on Tuesdays, straight after the school bell for 1.5 hours. A free trial will 

be on Tuesday afternoon of Week 2 with the Program kicking off in Week 3. 

Head to www.exergames.com.au for more details and to register for the free 

trial/program." 

Exergames—Term 2  

IN THE CLASS ROOM 

Nothing like some extraordinary book work to start off week 2. 

Curtis &  

Poppy  

showing off 

some of 

their writing. 

http://www.exergames.com.au/


 

The mother’s Day Gift stall 

The Mother’s Day Gift Stall will be open from 8am at the Mother's Day Breakfast on Friday 

7th May in the School Hall. 



Menu 

Diocesan Cross Country Monday 3rd 

March Northparkes oval 



 





 Community news 

 

Our junior competition is staying local!  

Let’s go in 2870!!  

Due to circumstances beyond the control of the PDNA committee 
Parkes will no longer participate in the Tri-Towns competition.  

ALL junior netball and games will now be held locally as we have in 
seasons past. The competition will commence on Sat 8th May. If you 
have already registered you are all set to go. If you haven’t jump in 
now, share this post, tell your friends! Get involved and join us for 

what we anticipate will be a cracking 2021 season. 

Registration links can be found at Parkes and District Netball  Associa-
tion Facebook page.  


